
Video: Failure is Not an Option    name _______________ 
Tell what happened on each of these dates as they are featured in the video.  Use sentences 
for those marked with an asterisk.* 
 
1949: Russia explodes a        .  The “Cold War” begins. 
 
October 4, 1957: (start of the “Space Race”)* 
 
April 12, 1961: (a “first” for Russia)* 
 
May 5, 1961: Allan Sheppard becomes the first American      . 
 
May 25, 1961: President Kennedy says that by the end of the     , USA will 
                     . 
 
1962: John Glenn is the first American to        . 
 
Nov. 22, 1963*: 
 
1964: Mission Control Center built in        ,    .  (city, state) 
 
March 18, 1965: (another breakthrough for Russia) * 
 
December 1965:  Describe the “rendezvous.” (Gemini 6 & 7) * 
 
 
 
June 5, 1966: (Tell what happened on the second American EVA.) * 
 
 
November 1966: (Gemini 12) * 
 
 
January 27, 1967: What happened to the three astronauts of Apollo 1? * 
 
 
Oct. 11, 1968:  USA returns to manned flight-testing.  Apollo 7 orbits Earth for    days. 
 
August 1968:  CIA photos show . . .  
 
On what day in 1968 did Apollo 8 (with 3 astronauts on board) orbit the Moon?  NOTE: The 
answer is NOT December 21st.  


